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Report  of 


F  EVER  an  idea  germinated,  grew  and 
fruited  in  due  season  and  to  the  glory  of 
the  city  it  is  the  idea  of  supervised  play 
under  municipal  control.  Beginning  in 
a  modest  way  in  1907,  the  Playgrounds 
Association  has  grown  from  a  member- 
ship of  116  in  1908  to  3284  in  1910.  The 
benefits  of  play  of  the  proper  sort  were  bestowed  freely 
and  wisely  upon  thousands  of  our  children.  The  counsels 
of  the  Association  have  been  open,  full  and  admirably 
helpful.  The  Board  of  Directors  at  its  frequent  meetings 
has  given  form  and  direction  to  only  sane  and  beneficient 
guidance.  I  never  had  the  privilege  of  working  with  a 
nobler  body  of  high-minded  men  and  women. 

The  activities  of  the  year  have  been  supported  finan- 
cially by  fees  of  our  members  and  by  our  Stamp  and  Play 
Week.  The  Committee  in  charge  of  this  work  did  nobly. 
We  have  maintained  a  great  diversity  of  play  activities,  we 
have  aided  in  the  training  of  capable  supervisors  of  play, 
and  we  have  actually  achieved  in  the  brief  space  of  three 
years  what  the  most  sanguine  felt  would  come  only  after 
prolonged  agitation  and  demonstration.  We  have  munici- 
pal supervision  and  support  for  supervised  play. 

On  May  27th,  1909,  His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  named  a 
Public  Playgrounds  Commission.  This  Commission  was 
created  by  Act  of  Councils  directly  through  the  efforts  of 
this  Association.  Twice  the  City  Councils  have  appropri- 
ated the  significant  sum  of  $100,000  to  playgrounds.  The 
city  also  provided  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  work  of  the 


the  President 


Commission  whose  wise  labors  led  to  the  creation  of  the 
Municipal  Committee. 

In  all  these  activities,  culminating  in  the  city  offic- 
ially assuming  charge  of  the  playgrounds  heretofore  main- 
tained by  our  body,  we  have  been  steadily  r.ided  and 
supported  by  one  of  our  Vice-Presidents,  His  Honor, 
Mayor  Reyburn.  It  is  also  cause  for  congratulation  that 
the  entire  membership  of  the  Municipal  Committee,  both 
appointive  and  ex-officio,  is  made  up  of  active  members 
of  our  Association. 

When  we  saw  the  culmination  of  hopes  for  munici- 
pal support  the  question  arose— what  next?  The  answer 
was  not  far  to  seek.  Upon  a  dreary  day  in  Autumn,  your 
President  was  met  by  a  modest,  earnest  man  who  said  that 
he  and  his  wife  had  become  so  fully  impressed  with  the 
movement  of  this  Association  that  they  would  gladly  pur- 
chase and  equip  a  model  playground,  and  present  the 
same  free  of  all  expense  to  this  Association.  This  gentle- 
man was  E.  W.  Clark.  His  visit  made  a  gloomy  day  the 
rosiest  in  all  the  year.  The  outcome  is  the  model  play- 
ground at  Happy  Hollow,  Wayne  Avenue  and  Logan 
Street,  Germantown,  now  about  ready  for  use.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark  have  greatly  enlarged  their  original  plans  and 
have  provided  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best  public  play- 
ground in  this  country.  It  is  a  model  for  all  others,  and  I 
firmly  believe  will  be  duplicated  by  the  generosity  and  fore- 
sight of  other  great  souls  who  like  these  have  given  and 
given  gloriously  to  the  childhood  of  this  city. 

The  formal  deed  of  Happy  Hollow  Playground  was 
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long  since  ready  to  be  delivered.  The  Association  could 
not  in  justice  accept  this  gift  until  it  was  legally  incorpo- 
rated. After  unavoidable  delay.  I  am  glad  to  report  that 
the  Courts  on  January  6,  1911,  formally  chartered  this 
Association  under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the 
transfer  of  this  valuable  and  useful  property  has  been  made. 
Thus  Philadelphia  realizes  at  once  a  perfectly  equipped 
model  playground. 

The  Association  has  always  had  sufficient  funds  to  pay 
all  its  obligations,  but  not  sufficient  funds  to  extend  the 
work  city-wide.  We  shall  need  for  1911  enough  to  main- 
tain Happy  Hollow  as  a  model  playground  and  to  develop 
new  playgrounds  to  replace  those  transferred  to  the  City 
Committee. 

Last  year  I  submitted  as  a  slogan  :  — "  a  whole  day  of 
supervised  play  in  the  open  air  for  two  cents."  1  am 
happy  to  report  that  this  year  with  619,648  days  of  play  to 
the  children  of  this  city,  with  an  average  daily  attendance 
of  5,103  for  the  entire  season,  the  cost  per  day  for  all 


purposes  has  been  reduced  to  one  and  one-third  cents. 
1  submit  that  this  record  of  economy  with  efficiency  is 
without  precedent. 

We  shall  also  continue  our  propaganda  for  supervised 
play  until  every  citizen  is  a  friend  of  the  inalienable  right 
of  the  child  to  supervised  play  in  the  open  air. 

I  wish  to  record  the  fact  that  our  efficient  assistant  Sec- 
retary, Mr.  W.  D.  Champlin,  has  been  made  Executive 
Secretary  of  the  Public  Playgrounds  Committee,  and, while 
he  still  gives  valuable  assistance  to  our  work,  he  no  longer 
receives  compensation  from  our  Association. 

We  enter  upon  the  new  year  with  profound  thankful- 
ness for  the  phenomenal  success  of  the  year  closed,  and 
with  the  cheering  prospect  of  increased  usefulness  in  behalf 
of  the  children  of  this  great  city. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  G.  BRUMBAUGH, 

President. 


XT  is  during  leisure  rather  than  during  work  time  that  character  is  formed.  The  basis 
of  character  is  the  will,  and  at  no  time  does  this  function  of  the  mind  have  so  free 
a  scope  as  during  recreation.  It  is  then  that  all  restraint  is  removed  and  we  do  as 
we  will.  The  excellent  effect  of  recreation  on  character  is  seen  in  children  at  play. 
Often  for  the  first  time  they  learn  the  meaning  of  self-restraint.  They  learn  the  significance 
of  co-operation  and  group  action  in  those  games  requiring  team  work  At  play  the  cheat  is 
quickly  discovered  and  punished  with  ostracism  by  his  fellows.  Such  object  lessons  in  the 
fundamentals  of  morality  are  invaluable  in  the  normal  development  of  any  child.  After  all, 
character  is  acquired  from  the  environment  and  not  from  the  blood.  Amusement  is  gaining 
recognition  as  a  force  as  potent  as  mental  instruction.  — FRANK  1).  WATSON 
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WESTMORELAND  PARK  PLAYGROUND— FIFTH  STREET  AND  ALLEGHENY  AVENUE 
Showing  the  part  devoted  to  the  play  of  Young  Children.   This  part  is  equipped  with  Sand  Bins,  Swings,  Slides,  Giant  Strides.  Teeter  Boards,  etc. 

The  Baseball  Field  is  off  to  the  right 


Report  of 


INETEEN  hundred  and  ten  was  a 
prosperous  year  for  the  Association. 
Reporting  upon  the  playground  activi- 
ties, I  gladly  record  that  the  fifteen 
grounds  maintained  or  assisted  by  the 
Association  were  conducted  in  a  most 
efficient  manner.  A  corps  of  competent 
and  enthusiastic  teachers,  aided  by  efficient  and  sympa- 
thetic supervision,  made  a  combination  which  showed  the 
public  what  the  Association  was  striving  for;  i-  e., 
supervised  playgrounds  to  which  children  gladly  came. 

When  last  Spring  the  Board  of  Directors  voted  to 
establish  ten  scholarships  in  the  playground  course  of 
the  Summer  School  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
there  were  doubts  in  the  minds  of  many  as  to  the  wis- 
dom of  the  act.  The  swiftly  coming  demands  of  the 
vacation  period  showed  that  the  Directors  had  acted 
wisely.  During  the"  latter  part  of  July  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Charities,  decided  to  open  a  Rescue 
Station  on  Chestnut  Street  Recreation  Pier  for  babies 
suffering  from  the  heat.  The  influx  of  mothers  with 
babies  and  small  children  was  so  great  that  the  Asso- 
ciation was  called  upon  for  help.  We  immediately 
bought  play  apparatus  for  young  children,  built  a  sand 
bin,  erected  slides,  bought  balls,  etc.,  took  two  of  the 
teachers  from  the  training  class  at  the  University,  and 
opened  up  a  full  fledged  playground  in  conjunction 
with  the  Rescue  Station  within  eighteen  hours  after  the 
demand  had  been  made.     This  same  procedure  was 


the  Secretary 


repeated  a  few  days  later  at  Race  Street  Pier.  When, 
in  August,  the  Department  of  Public  Safety  granted  the 
use  of  parts  of  three  public  squares  for  playgrounds,  we 
again  were  in  a  position  to  place  teachers  from  the 
training  class  upon  them  at  once. 

Playground  work,  like  most  other  work,  needs  money 
to  accomplish  its  ends.  The  results  of  the  unselfish  and 
untiring  efforts  of  our  Stamp  and  Play  Week  committee 
placed  the  Association  in  a  financial  position  to  meet 
all  reasonable  demands  made  upon  it  for  the  inaugura- 
tion and  maintenance  of  legitimate  recreation  work. 
Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  attached  report  of 
this  Committee  The  effective  work  of  the  Committee 
which  brought  into  our  treasury  a  goodly  sum  and  which 
secured  for  us  many  new  members,  was  brought  to  a 
successful  termination  by  a  great  Field  Day  of  the  pupils 
of  the  Public  Schools,  and  by  a  highly  creditable  exhi- 
bition of  gymnastics  by  the  pupils  and  members  of  the 
Philadelphia  Turngemeinde. 

While  in  our  report  of  last  year  we  were  glad  to 
report  upon  the  formation  of  a  commission  which  was 
studying  the  playground  problem  of  our  city,  we  are 
now  in  a  position  to  report  upon  the  appointment  of 
a  Public  Playgrounds  Committee  of  Philadelphia.  July 
27th,  1910,  City  Councils,  through  His  H  onor,  Mayor 
John  E.  Reyburn,  authorized  the  appointment  of  a 
Public  Playgrounds  Committee.  It  also  authorized  a 
transfer  of  $96,900.00  from  the  appropriation  of  the 
Department  of   Public   Safety  to  the  Mayor,  for  the 


THE  LOWER  END  OF  SYKES  PLAYGROUND— BROAD  STREET  AND  ALLEGHENY  AVENUE 

Boys  playing  Riderball 


development  of  Playgrounds.  This  new  Committee  met 
immediately  thereafter  and  organized.  After  the  neces- 
sary transfers  of  money  to  the  Committee  had  been  made 
it  was  too  late  in  the  season  to  open  new  playgrounds. 

In  October  our  Association  appointed  a  committee 
to  consider  the  question  of  transferring  to  the  city  the 
playgrounds  maintained  by  the  Association.  This  com- 
mittee reported  as  follows: 

Philadelphia,  October  24th,  1910 

To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 

Playgrounds  A  ssociation: 

Your  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  turning  over  to  the  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  His  Honor  the  Mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  management  and  control  of  the  playgrounds 
heretofore  maintained  by  the  Playgrounds  Association, 
beg  leave  to  report,  as  follows: 

First. — Your  Committee  recommends  that  all  the 
playgrounds  heretofore  maintained  by  the  Playgrounds 
Association,  be  turned  over  to  the  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee for  management  by  that  Committee.  With  the 
exception  of  only  one  or  two  playgrounds,  the  proper- 
ties upon  which  playgrounds  have  been  operated  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Association  heretofore  and  which 
are  available  for  like  purposes  in  the  future,  belong  to 
the  City  or  have  been  loaned  to  the  City  for  playground 
purposes.  The  maintenance  of  playgrounds  upon  such 
available  properties  and  upon  others  which  may  be 
made  available  for  such  purpose,  is  the  duty  of  the 
City  ihrough  its  Playground  Committee  rather  than  of 
private  enterprise.    The  object  of  the  Playgrounds  Asso- 


ciation is  the  stimulation  of  municipal  organization  and 
control  of  playgrounds,  and  only  incidentally  their  man- 
agement, when  their  management  tends  to  promote 
interest  in  the  cause.  There  is  large  opportunity  for 
the  use  of  the  funds  and  of  the  activities  of  the  Play- 
grounds Association  in  furthering  a  constructive  pro- 
gramme with  respect  to  playgrounds,  and  the  creation 
of  a  Municipal  Committee  for  the  maintenance  of  play- 
grounds relieves  the  Playgrounds  Association  from  the 
duty  of  operating  playgrounds  at  its  own  cost.  Your 
Committee  believes  that  the  transfer  of  the  management 
of  the  playgrounds  to  the  Playgrounds  Committee,  places 
their  management  in  proper  hands  and  gives  larger 
opportunity  to  the  Playgrounds  Association  for  its  most 
important  activities. 

Second. — The  Playgrounds  Association  has  ex- 
pended money  in  erecting  a  fence  about  Starr  Garden 
and  in  equipping  the  playgrounds  it  has  heretofore 
occupied  with  gymnastic  apparatus.  Your  Committee 
recommends  that  the  fence  and  the  apparatus  be  given 
to  the  Playgrounds  Committee  as  a  gift  from  the  Play- 
grounds Association.  No  other  distribution  of  the 
apparatus  would  be  consistent  with  the  public  spirit 
and  service  which  has  characterized  the  Playgrounds 
Association,  both  in  its  organization  and  throughout 
its  activities. 

Third.  —  Your  Committee  recommends  that  the 
playgrounds  it  has  heretofore  maintained  be  turned 
over  to  the  Playgrounds  Committee  without  any  pro- 
vision whatever  as  to  joint  management  or  control, 
or  limiting  in  any  respect  the  absolute  control  of  the 
Playgrounds  Committee.    A  division  of  responsibility 
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CHESTNUT  STREET  RECREATION  PIER— ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER 
This  supervised  Playground  is  open  every  day  in  the  year  from  morning  until  late  at  night.    During  the  hot  months  a  Baby  Rescue  Station 

was  maintained  on  one  end  of  this  Pier  by  the  Department  of  Health  and  Charities 


and  conflicting  control  have  invariably  resulted  in  in- 
effective administration  in  playgrounds  in  other  cities, 
and  are  likely  to  have  a  similar  result  here.  Your 
Committee  believes  that  the  Playgrounds  Committee 
will  be  very  glad  to  receive  committees  of  visitation 
from  this  Association  at  all  of  its  playgrounds,  and  to 
give  the  recommendations  of  such  committees  careful 
attention,  not  only  with  respect  to  the  playgrounds 
turned  over  to  the  Committee  by  this  Association,  but 
with  respect  to  all  the  playgrounds  maintained  by  the 
Playgrounds  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HOWARD  H.  YOCUM, 

Chairman. 

The  Board  of  Directors  at  a  meeting  held  on  Octo- 
ber 25th,  accepted  the  report  and  authorized  the  sec- 
retary to  send  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Public  Play- 
grounds Committee.  This  was  done  and  the  following 
reply  was  received  :  — 

October  31,  1910. 

Dr.  M.  G.  BRUMBAUGH,  President, 

Playgrounds  Association  of  Philadelphia, 
'  6Q5  City  Hall,  Philadelphia. 

Dear  Sir;  — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Public  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  communication 
of  the  Playgrounds  Association  of  date,  October  27th. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  the  following 
resolutions,  which  we  passed,  bearing  upon  your  offer: 

1Re?0lY>e£>,  That  the  Public  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee accept  with  thanks,  on  behalf  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  the  gift  of  the  playground 


apparatus,  equipment  and  improvements  ten- 
dered by  the  Playgrounds  Association  as  per 
the  letter  of  the  Playgrounds  Association,  dated 
October  25th. 

IReselVCfc,  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to 
inform  the  Playgrounds  Association  of  the  fore- 
going resolution  and  to  request  an  inventory, 
with  approximate  cost,  of  the  playground  ap- 
paratus, equipment  and  improvement  before 
mentioned,  each  individual  playground  separ- 
ately stated. 

TReSOlvefc,  That  the  Public  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee acknowledges  the  valuable  efforts  of  the 
Playgrounds  Association  towards  beginning  a 
playground  system  for  Philadelphia,  and  that 
the  Public  Playgrounds  Committee  will  welcome 
the  active  co-operation  of  the  Playgrounds 
Association  in  the  future. 

1ReS0lV»et>,  That  the  Public  Playgrounds  Com- 
mittee assume  on  November  1st,  1910,  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  conduct  of  the  playgrounds 
transferred  to  it  from  the  Playgrounds  Associa- 
tion, in  so  far  as  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
ordinance  of  Councils,  by  which  this  Commit- 
tee was  created,  to  do  so. 

In  explanation  of  the  last,  it  should  be  said  that 
the  Committee  is  not  sure  of  its  legal  right  to  assume 
the  conduct  of  the  Coxe  Playground  and  the  Sykes 
Playground,  and  is  therefore  investigating  this  matter. 
If  there  is  no  legal  difficulty,  the  Public  Playgrounds 
Committee  will  assume  the  conduct  of  these,  as  well  as 
the  other  playgrounds  offered  in  your  letter  ;  namely, 
as  follows  :  Starr  Garden,  Weccacoe,  Womrath,  Jeffer- 
son, Westmoreland,  Chestnut  Street  Pier  and  Race 
Steet  Pier. 
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GAMES  ON  FRANKLIN  FIELD — THE  ATHLETIC  FIELD  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
The  boys  are  having  a  lively  game  of  Dodgeball  while  the  girls  are  developing  strength  and  endurance  through  Field  Hockey 


In  reference  to  ifuture  co-operation  of  the  Play- 
grounds Association,  which  the  Playgrounds  Committee 
earnestly  desires,  the  methods  of  such  co-operation  are 
left  to  the  judgment  of  the  Playgrounds  Association,  as 
the  Committee  feels  that  the  Association  which  has 
been  so  active  and  efficient  in  the  past  will  best  under- 
stand what  needs  to  be  done  by  it  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  yours, 

OTTO  T.  MALLERY, 

Secretary. 

The  playgrounds  mentioned  above,  including  the 
Sykes,  thereupon  on  November  1st,  passed  into  con- 
trol of  the  city.  An  ordinance  by  City  Councils  em- 
powering the  Public  Playgrounds  Committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  Coxe  Playground  was  passed  during  No- 
vember, and  on  December  1st  this  also  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  city. 

During  the  early  Fall  the  Publicity  Committee  out- 
lined a  campaign  of  education  and  promotion,  first,  for 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  second,  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature.  It  was  decided  to 
print  four  series  of  postal  cards,  each  card  showing  a 
different  group  of  children  at  play,  and  each  having  a 
different  legend  calling  attention  to  the  effect  of  play. 
Then  a  four-page  folder  was  ordered,  the  matter  being 
the  reprint  of  a  playground  article  which  appeared  in 
the  Fra  Magazine.  Lastly,  a  small  sixteen-page  leaflet 
was  printed,  entitled  "  Why  Teach  a  Child  to  Play," 
the  matter  being  extracts  from  a  paper  by  Mr.  G.  E. 
Johnson.  After  a  list  of  the  newly  elected  members  of 
the  legislature  had  been  secured  this  printed  matter  was 


used  to  enlighten  our  legislators  on  playground  con- 
ditions and  needs.  As  a  result  of  our  efforts  we  hope 
to  find  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  the  playground 
problem,  when,  during  this  winter's  session,  efforts  are 
made  to  secure  a  law  regulating  playgrounds  in  all  cities. 

In  the  meantime  opposition  had  developed  against 
the  recommendation  embodied  in  the  report  of  the 
Playgrounds  Commission  advocating  that  parts  of  certain 
public  squares  be  used  for  playgrounds.  This  opposition 
had  several  phases.  First,  some  objected  to  the  use  of 
some  of  our  public  squares  on  historical  or  sentimental 
grounds.  Second,  there  was  opposition  to  the  use  of 
any  part  of  any  public  square,  the  stand  taken  being 
that  these  grounds  were  needed  for  park  purposes;  that 
playgrounds  were  also  a  necessity,  but  that  the  city  should 
buy  up  squares  and  demolish  the  houses  so  as  to  gain 
the  needed  space.  Lastly,  there  was  the  opposition  of 
those,  who  though  they  favored  the  use  of  the  present 
public  squares,  did  not  want  a  house  of  any  character 
erected  upon  such  grounds. 

The  experiences  of  others  often  help  to  solve  one's 
own  difficulties.  Your  Secretary,  therefore,  wrote  to 
several  cities.  The  questions  asked  were :  First,  what 
effect  did  the  establishment  of  a  playground  upon  exist- 
ing squares  or  small  parks  have  upon  the  character  of 
the  attendance  at  such  places?  Was  the  attendance  de- 
creased or  increased?  Second,  is  there  any  opposition 
to  erecting  a  small  shelter  house  upon  such  squares  or 
small  parks?  The  following  are  the  answers  received, 
only  the  essential  part  of  each  letter  being  quoted  : 

Mr.  Howard  Bradstreet,  Supervisor  of  Recreation 
Bureau,  New  York  City,  writes: — "There  should  be  very 


strong  and  very  proper  objection  to  using  a  portion  of 
Madison  Square,  or  even  Union  Square,  Bryant  Park  or 
similar  small  public  squares  for  playground  use.  ;:  *  ;; 
Madison  Square  and  Union  Square  are  identified  in 
the  public  mind  with  ornamental  "landscape  plots" 
or  "breathing  spaces."  With  other  squares  located  in 
the  midst  of  congested  resident  sections,  however,  there 
is  a  distinct  effort  to  use  them  more  largely  for  play- 
ground use,  with  results  which  have  been  already  satis- 
factory, and  will  be  still  more  so  another  year.  ;:  ';:  * 
In  case  a  small  park  is  so  located  as  to  make  it  desir- 
able for  a  playground,  a  small  shelter  house  should  be 
erected,  and  this  could  be  done  and  the  grounds  so  laid 
out  as  to  be  a  very  great  improvement  from  a  landscape 
point  of  view,  rather  than  a  detriment." 

Mr.  E.  B.  Mero  of  the  "Boston  (Mass.)  Common" 
writes: — "A  large  section  of  Boston  Common  is  used 
exclusively  for  baseball  and  football  (the  latter  new 
this  year),  and  there  is  a  small  section  fenced  off  and 
equipped  for  little  children.  The  latter  feature  is  two 
or  three  years  old  ;  the  other  dates  from  Revolutionary 
times.  There  have  been  several  attempts  to  extend  the 
area  devoted  to  games  and  sports.  This  has  been 
opposed.  But  I  am  very  sure  there  is  an  important 
opposition  to  the  present  arrangement.  It  certainly 
attracts  more  people  to  the  Common  than  would  be 
theie  otherwise,  and  keeps  nobody  away.  *  *  * 
Shelter  and  sanitary  buildings  are  being  erected  on 
playgrounds  not  already  so  equipped.  So  far  as  any 
opinion  has  been  generally  expressed,  it  has  been  favor- 
able to  such  buildings  because  of  their  service.  No 
complaint  has  been  heard  on  the  ground  that  the 
buildings  use  up  air  or  breathing  space.  Presumedly 


the  people  realize  that  the  better  recreation  centers  or 
playgrounds  are  equipped,  the  more  service  they  will 
receive." 

Mr.  M.  C.  Longenecker,  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Park  Commissioners  (who  operate  the  playgrounds  in 
Cincinnati),  writes  : — "  The  sites  of  our  playgrounds,  with 
the  exception  of  Hunt  Street  and  Inwood,  portions  of 
which  have  been  a  park,  were  all  acquired  through 
condemnation  and  purchase.  *  *  *  We  have  at  this 
writing  seven  (7)  playgrounds  and  three  athletic  or  base- 
ball fields.  Upon  four  of  the  playgrounds  there  are 
comfort  stations,  and  there  are  plans  in  the  office  now 
for  the  immediate  construction  of  two  more;  it  is  prob- 
able that  combined  comfort  and  shelter  houses  will  be 
built  on  several  more  next  Summer,  they  being  deemed 
a  necessity." 

Miss  Charlotte  Rumbold,  Secretary  Public  Recrea- 
tion Committee,  St.  Louis,  writes: — "The  St.  Louis 
playgrounds  are  nearly  all  part  of  some  public  park. 
The  five  new  ones  which  we  are  getting  into  shape  we 
call  the  park  playgrounds.  They  are  all  in  a  congested 
district  and  very  much  used.  Carr  Square  is  in  the 
heart  of  the  so-called  Ghetto,  about  half  of  the  square 
is  given  over  to  the  playground  and  the  other  half  is 
still  in  grass  and  trees.  The  park  was  very  much 
used  before  the  playground  went  in  and  even  more  so 
after.  There  has  been  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
neighborhood  to  the  playground.  *  *  "!:  Carnegie 
Square  which  was  not  used  at  all  before  the  playground 
went  in,  is  much  used  since.  Lyon  Park  was  a  family 
park  before  the  playgrounds  went  in  ;  if  anything  it  is 
used  more  since  they  were  established.  I  can  say  the 
same  thing  of  Gamble  Place   and   Yeatman  Square. 


JEFFERSON  SUUARE  PLAYGROUND— THIRD  STREET  AND  WASHINGTON  AVENUE 
This  was  one  of  the  most  successful  Playgrounds  conducted  by  the  Association 


HAPPY  HOLLOW,  AS  IT  WAS— WAYNE  AVENUE  OPPOSITE  LOGAN  STREET 
It  takes  the  eye  of  Faith  and  Love  to  see  in  this  dreary  old  Quarry  a  happy  resort  for  childhood 


HAPPY  HOLLOW  PLAYGROUND,  AS  IT  IS 
This  is  the  offering  of  Faith  and  Love  for  the  childhood  of  Philadelphia  as  it  has  come  fresh  from  the  hearts  of 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Clark  to  the  Playgrounds  Association 


As  to  opposition  to  even  small  shelter  houses  on  a 
small  square  in  a  congested  part  of  the  city,  it  seems  to 
me  well  grounded.  We  are  making  a  strong  effort  to 
secure  the  use  of  certain  rooms  of  the  school  buildings 
as  shelter  during  bad  weather.  On  Carnegie  Place  we 
have  erected  a  Pergola  with  which  we  propose  to  re- 
place the  shelter  tents  which  we  have  used  as  protection 
from  the  sun,  but  we  shall  endeavor  not  to  put  a  build- 
ing on  the  grounds.  We  have  erected  at  Carr  Square 
ornamental  gates  and  underneath  them,  below  ground, 
have  placed  shower  baths,  comfort  station  and  store 
rooms.  Our  open  space  in  St.  Louis  is  too  valuable  to 
be  filled  with  buildings." 

Mr.  Graham  Romeyn  Taylor,  Secretary  of  the  Play- 
grounds Association  of  Chicago,  writes: — "With  refer- 
ence to  the  shelter  house  lessening  the  breathing  space, 
it  seems  to  me  that  such  a  contention  is  quite  unworthy 
of  serious  consideration,  if  by  shelter  house  you  mean 
the  ordinary  small  building  to  provide  sanitary  con- 
veniences, shade  for  the  sand  courts,  an  office  for  the 
supervisor,  etc.  Of  course,  if  a  big  portion  of  the  area 
and  several  stories  in  height  is  contemplated,  there 
might  be  some  force  to  the  argument." 

Mr.  E.  B.  DeGroot,  General  Director  of  Field 
Houses  and  Playgrounds  of  South  Chicago,  writes:  — 
"  In  only  two  cases  that  I  know  of  has  the  City  of 
Chicago  converted  small  city  squares  into  playgrounds 
after  they  were  formerly  used  as  mere  "  breathing  places." 
In  these  two  cases  the  results  have  been  perfectly  satis- 
factory to  the  public  involved.  If  a  proper  plan  is 
devised  and  adequate  supervision  supplied,  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  the  use  of  such  squares  as  playgrounds  would 
in  any  way  detract  from  any  of  the  previous  uses  made 


of  the  squares.  In  Chicago  we  have  not  found  it  difficult 
to  combine  in  very  satisfactory  manner,  the  so-called 
"breathing  place"  and  children's  playground.  In  fact, 
we  believe  that  one  is  the  natural  complement  of  the 
other.  From  a  social  point  of  view,  the  best  play- 
ground, or  the  best  "breathing  place"  is  one  where 
there  is  something  of  a  mingling  of  the  young  and  old 
folks.  Must  we  not,  in  our  huge  cities,  look  upon  each 
piece  of  public  land  in  the  light  of  modern  agricultural 
methods  of  intensive  farming?  In  other  words,  may 
we  not  use  the  same  piece  of  land  over  and  over 
again  for  different  purposes?" 

Mr.  Andrew  Wright  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the 
City  Parks  Association,  in  an  article  on  "  City  Planning 
and  Philadelphia,"  on  page  79  of  the  1910  Annals  of 
American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science, 
says:  "When  we  see  such  admirable  buildings  as  are 
erected  upon  the  Chicago  playgrounds,  whereby  open 
spaces  created  for  parks  are  made  available  in  Winter 
and  Summer,  whereby  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
are  attracted  to  the  open  air  of  the  public  playgrounds, 
we  are  forced  to  realize  that  the  principle  of  no  buildings 
upon  our  public  squares  is  too  rigid.  Any  building  that 
is  really  germane  to  the  use  of  the  square  as  an  open 
public  space  for  the  health  and  enjoyment  of  the  citi- 
zens must  be  admitted." 

Examining  the  1910  report  of  the  Playgrounds 
Commission  critically,  one  sees  that  nowhere  does  the 
Commission  advocate  "covering"  any  designated  play- 
ground or  any  great  portion  of  it  with  buildings.  Even 
where  large  recreation  buildings  are  proposed  with  two 
gymnasiums,  separate  shower  baths,  toilets  for  men  and 
women,  club  rooms,  game  rooms,  etc.,  these  buildings 


ANOTHER  GROUP  OF  CHILDREN  INTENSELY  INTERESTED  IN  CONSTRUCTION  WORK 
The  occupation  period  is  always  looked  forward  to  with  as  much  interest  as  are  the  periods  devoted  to  games 


cover  hut  a  slight  portion  of  the  ground.  On  the  smallest 
playgrounds  these  shelter  houses  take  up  less  than  one 
twenty-fifth  of  the  whole  area,  while  on  the  larger 
grounds  less  than  one  fifty-seventh  of  the  available  space 
is  to  be  used  for  a  complete  recreation  building.  This 
surely  does  not  decrease  the  efficiency  of  such  places 
as  breathing  spots. 

While  recognizing  the  necessity  of  shelter  buildings 
in  connection  with  playgrounds,  some  opposition,  as 
stated  before,  has  arisen  to  placing  such  buildings  directly 
on  the  grounds.  The  stand  is  taken  that  the  open 
space  of  existing  squares  should  not  be  decreased  ;  that 
sites  should  be  bought  across  the  street  and  shelter 
buildings  erected  there.  Now,  to  all  who  have  not 
been  intimately  connected  with  playground  work,  this 
may  seem  a  feasible  solution  of  the  problem ;  play- 
ground workers,  however,  will  immediately  see  how  by 
such  plans  the  situation  in  any  playground  will  be 
much  more  difficult  to  control.  By  an  arrangement 
of  this  kind,  one  of  the  important  effects  sought  by 
modern  playgrounds,  that  is,  continuous  sympathetic 
supervision  and  control  of  the  players  would  never  be 
secured.  One  of  the  most  difficult  playground  problems 
is  connected  with  the  efficient  control  of  buildings  with 
baths,  toilets,  rest  rooms,  etc.  Such  buildings  must  be 
on  the  grounds.  Better  no  buildings  at  all  than  build- 
ings placed  where  they  cannot  be  under  constant  control. 

Philadelphia  is  fortunate  in  possessing  many  open 
city  squares,  which,  with  comparatively  little  expense, 
can  be  made  much  more  useful  to  children  as  well  as 


to  adults  than  they  now  are.  In  order  to  present  this  to 
our  members  in  the  most  graphic  manner,  the  publicity 
committee  decided  to  have  the  enclosed  color  pages 
inserted  in  this  report.  After  looking  at  these  pictures 
and  studying  the  situation,  surely  no  one  will  say  that  a 
shelter  house  or  a  recreation  building  detracts  from  the 
use  or  beauty  of  any  square.  Just  the  reverse.  These 
squares  will   be  made  more  useful   than  ever  before. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  plans  of  the  Play- 
ground Committee  are  understood;  when  everyone  sees 
that  the  plans  proposed  have  been  studied  from  all 
viewpoints,  the  opposition  to  the  suggested  develop- 
ments will  cease. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  as  printed  on  the  following 
pages,  presents  an  accurate  statement  of  the  finances  of 
the  Association. 

The  report  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  shows  the  cost 
of  maintenance,  also  the  number  of  children  frequent- 
ing each  ground  maintained  by  the  Association. 

What  cannot  be  presented  in  a  report  of  this 
character  is  a  statement  showing  the  untiring  efforts  of 
the  members  of  the  several  committees  to  carry  out  suc- 
cessfully the  policy  of  the  Association. 

In  closing,  I  wish,  however,  to  call  attention  to  the 
efficient  supervision  of  the  Association's  playgrounds  by 
the  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  D.  Champlin. 

Respectfully, 

WILLIAM  A.  STECHER, 

Secretary. 


BIRDSEYE  VIEW  OF  A  CITY  SQUARE  DEVELOPED  ACCORDING  TO  PLAN  No.  1  OF  THE  PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS  COMMISSION 
Showing:  a  Recreation  Building,  an  Out  door  Swimming-  Pool,  fully  equipped  separate  Playfields  for  boys  and  girls, 

Wading  Pool,  Park  features  for  older  visitors,  etc. 


Treasurer's  Report 


RECEIPTS 

Balance,  January  1st,  1910,   $9,597  28 

Receipts — Membership  and  Subscription,   4,454  S3 

"         From  Playgrounds  Stamps,   12,030  58 

"     Athletic  Carnival,  U.  of  P.   377  50 

"            "     Turngemeinde  Exhibition,    170  45 

Interest  on  Deposits,   409  54 


  DISBURSEMENTS 

Playgrounds — Starr  Garden  $   907  76 

Kershaw   220  10 

Price   237  50 

Sykes   1,668  54 

Weccacoe,    566  82 

Coxe   1,662  14 

Young  Women's  Union,   105  00 

Waterview  Park,    451  80 

Rodman  Street   165  33 

Clarke   161  67 

Womrath  Square   497  24 

Race  Street  Pier   304  25 

Jefferson  Square   583  50 

Westmoreland  Square,    322  61 

Chestnut  Street  Pier   494  95  $8,349  21 

Office  Expenses   2,030  88 

Playground  Supplies   218  70 

Photographs  and  Lantern  Slides   51  80 

Playground  Contingent  Fund,    50  00 

Athletic  Committee,   101  16 

Publicity  Committee   83  00 

Turngemeinde  Exhibition,  May  21st,  1910   231  63 

Report  of  1909   803  97 

Playgrounds  Stamp  Committee;  Expenses,  Printing,  Postage,    1,411  17 

Playgrounds  Stamp  Awards,   259  28 

Miscellaneous,   150  00 

Charter  Expenses,   94  10 

1909  Tag  Day  Awards  :— 

Southern  Manual  Training  School,   $385  59 

Warner  School,   37  00 

R.  L.  Wright  School,   5  05 

Belmont  School,   19  00 

J.  Leidy  School,   123  47 

George  Thomas  School,    3  35 

F.  G.  Morton  School,   20  17 

Logan  School,   1  15 

Daniel  Webster  School,   15  35 

Asa  Packer  School,   14  10 

Webster  School,   7  43 

Thomas  Wood  School,    14  23      645  89 

$14,480  79 

Balance,  December  31st,  1910,   12,559  39 


Philadelphia,  January  1,  1911. 


$27,040  18 


OTTO  T.  MALLERV,  Treasurer, 


$27,040  18 


2  i 


Report  of  Assistant 


O  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Play- 
grounds Association  of  Philadelphia  : 
In  reporting  on  the  Playground  work 
of  the  Association  for  the  season  of 
1910,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to 
say  that  the  interest,  activities  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  work  of  the  Association 
have  increased  very  materially. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  Summer  the  Asso- 
ciation conducted  fifteen  playgrounds.  To  the  play- 
grounds conducted  during  1909,  there  were  added  five 
new  playgrounds,  as  follows  :— Womrath  Square, 
Jefferson  Square,  Westmoreland  Square,  Chestnut 
Street  Pier  and  Race  Street  Pier,  all  of  these  being 
on  City  property. 

Several  organizations,  both  in  the  City  and  surround- 
ing counties  have  been  assisted  with  suggestions  and  help 
in  equipping  playgrounds,  arranging  of  apparatus,  and 
securing  of  teachers. 

Of  the  ten  teachers  who  were  given  scholarships  by 
the  Association  in  the  University  Summer  School  Play- 
ground Course,  six  were  employed  on  the  Association's 
Playgrounds  during  the  Summer. 

Womrath  Square  Playground  in  Frankford,  the 
use  of  which  was  secured  from  the  City  was  equipped 
with  swings,  see-saws,  giant  stride,  slide  and  other  appar- 
atus, through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  John  W.  Moyer,  who 
solicited  subscriptions  from  citizens  of  Frankford,  and 


and  Supervisor 


paid  into  the  Association  $150.00.  This  money  was 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  apparatus  for  this  place, 
the  Association  assuming  the  supervision. 

Jefferson  Square  Playground,  Third  and  Wash- 
ington Avenue,  a  section  of  which  was  secured  for  use  as 
a  playground  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Montgomery 
Harris  and  Miss  M.  M.  Adams  of  the  Southwark 
Neighborhood  House  was  equipped  with  swings,  see- 
saws, slide,  giant  stride  and  other  play  material,  the 
Association  assuming  the  full  expense  of  equipment  and 
supervision.  This  ground  proved  most  popular  from 
the  first  day  it  was  opened.  On  a  number  of  days  as 
many  as  600  children  were  in  attendance. 

Westmoreland  Square  Playground,  Fifth  and 
Allegheny  Avenue  was  secured  through  the  influence 
of  friends  in  that  section  of  the  City.  They  had  their 
Councilmen  introduce  an  ordinance  in  Councils,  which 
was  passed,  setting  aside  a  section  of  the  square  for  the 
Playgrounds  Association.  The  place  was  equipped  by 
the  Association  with  swings,  giant  stride,  see-saws,  slides 
and  small  play  material.  The  ground  proved  very  satis- 
factory, and  the  comments  on  its  conduct  have  been  all 
that  could  be  desired. 

Toward  the  end  of  July,  Dr.  Burke  of  the  Research 
Society  and  Dr.  Nefl' of  the  Health  Department,  arranged 
to  open  a  Baby  Rescue  Station  on  Chestnut  Street 
Recreation  Pier.  The  Playgrounds  Association  was  re- 
quested to  assist  by  equipping  and  supervising  a  play- 
ground in  connection  therewith.    This  was  done.  The 


RACE  STREET  RECREATION  PIER— ON  THE  DELAWARE  RIVER 
Like  the  Chestnut  Street  Pier,  this  Pier  also  was  used  as  a  Baby  Rescue  Station  during  the  hot  months.    These  twu 
Piers  are  the  only  Playground  spaces  for  thousands  of  children  living  near  the  river 


station  and  playground  proved  so  beneficial  to  babies, 
mothers,  and  little  caretakers,  that  within  a  week  it 
was  decided  to  duplicate  the  effort  on  the  Race  Street 
Recreation  Pier.  These  two  playgrounds,  along  with 
the  nurseries,  were  open  from  9  A.  M.  until  9:30  P.  M., 
seven  days  in  the  week.  Before  the  Fall  opening  of 
the  schools  these  Piers  were  always  crowded. 

After  September  15th,  a  number  of  playgrounds 
were  kept  open  from  1  P.  M.  to  9:30  P.  M.,  and  during 
this  time  were  well  patronized. 


Attendance  and  Maintenance  Statistics 

The  figures  quoted  for  each  playground,  are  the  sum 
of  the  morning  and  afternoon  attendance.  Where  a 
ground  was  open  also  during  the  evening,  this  attendance 
was  also  added. 

The  total  attendance  on  all  playgrounds,  from  Janu- 
ary 1st  to  October  29th,  1910,  including  Coxe  Playground 
to  December  31st,  was  619,648. 

The  total  cost  for  salaries,  equipment  and  supplies 
to  October  29th,  including  Coxe  Playground  to  Decem- 
ber 31st,  was  $8,349.21. 

The  average  daily  attendance  was  5,103. 

COXE  PLAYGROUND 

January  1st  to  December  31st,  1910. 

January,  26  days   3,544 

February,  24    "    2,956 

March,  27    "    5,870 

April,  26    "    8,765 


May,  26  days   5,502 

June,  25  "    6,473 

July,  26  "    9,807 

August,  27  "    8,778 

September,  26  "    8,060 

October,  26  "    5,489 

November,  26  "      4,941 

December,  27  "    5,398 


312  days.  Total  Attendance,  75,583 

Average  daily  attendance,  242. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $1,662.14. 


STARR  GARDEN  PLAYGROUND 

May  1st  to  October  29th,  1910. 

May,  26  days  15,980 

June,  25    "   16,070 

July,  26     "    28,866 

August,       27    "    17,795 

September,  26     "   12,238 

October,      25     "   6,525 


155  days.  Total  attendance,  97,474 

Average  daily  attendance,  628. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $907.76. 


PRICE  PLAYGROUND 

May  1st  to  September  17th,  1910. 

May,  26  days  3,868 

June,  25     "   4,625 
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WINTER  ACTIVITIES  AT  THE  SYKES  PLAYGROUND 
While  it  is  fun  to  coast  down  a  small  mound,  the  fun  is  increased  if  a  number  can  "  pile"  onto  a  little  sled 
Swinging,  and  Association  Football  are  also  enjoyed 


July, 

.   4  376 

August, 

27  "   

September,  15  "   

0 ,  1  u  / 

1 1 L)  davs                     Total  attendance 

19,512 

rVVtrdgt    U ti  1  ly    tillC  I1U d I1CC  ,  1UO. 

Lotal  cost  ot  nlavfSround    $237  SO 

SYKES  PLAYGROUND 

Tanii-irv  1st  to  October  29th  1910 

January, 

2,184 

February, 

9/1 

1  014 

March, 

27  "   

4  048 

April. 

26  "   

9,420 

May, 

26  "   

.  14,255 

June, 

25  "  

15,188 

July, 

26  "   

77,040 

August, 

27  "   

15,575 

September,  26     "      .  .   

14,877 

October, 

25  "   

258  days.               Total  attendance, 

108,557 

Average  daily  attendance,  420. 

Total  cost  of  playground,  $1,668.54. 

WECCACOE  PLAYGROUND 

June  1st  to  October  29th,  1910. 

June, 

26  days   

.  8,140 

July, 

26  "   

17,775 

August,        77  days   11,475 

September,  76     "   18,495 

October,      76     "   15,105 

131  days.  Total  attendance,  65,440 

Average  daily  attendance,  499. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $566,87. 

KERSHAW  PLAYGROUND 
June  77th  to  September  30th,  1910. 

June,            4  days                                    ...  770 

July,           76     "    4,313 

August,       77    "    4,775 

September,  76     "    7,744 

83  days.  Total  attendance,  11,557 

Average  daily  attendance,  139. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $770.10. 

RODMAN  PLAYGROUND 

July  4th  to  October  79th,  1910. 

July,  74  days   1,690 

August,        77    "   1,695 

September,  76    "    1,743 

October,      76    "    1,187 

103  days.  Total  attendance,  6,310 

Average  daily  attendance,  61. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $165,33. 


WESTMORELAND  PLAYGROUND 

August  3rd  to  October  29th,  1910. 
ugust,        24  days   15,307 


>ptember,  26 
ctober,  2b 


19,075 
8,980 


76  days. 


Total  attendance,  43,362 


Average  daily  attendance,  570. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $322.61. 


JEFFERSON  PLAYGROUND 

August  1st  to  October  29th,  1910. 

ugust,       27  days   23,850 

>ptember,  26     "    22,580 

ctober,      26     "   13,365 

79  days.  Total  attendance,  59,795 

Average  daily  attendance,  756. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $583.50. 


WATERVIEW  PARK  PLAYGROUND 

une,  26  days  18,598 

icpteniber,  26  days  7,538 

52  days.  Total  attendance,  26,136 

Average  daily  attendance,  502. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $451.80. 


HAPPY  HOLLOW  PLAYGROUND 

June  27th  to  September  30th,  1910. 

June,            4  days   615 

July,           26    "   2,665 

August,        27    "      2,734 

September,  26    "    3,318 

83  days.                  Total  attendance,  9,332 

Average  daily  attendance,  113. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $161.67. 


WOMRATH  PLAYGROUND 

July  1st  to  October  29th,  1910. 

July,  26  days   9,174 

August,        27    "   8,900 

September,  26    "    9,730 

October,      26    "    4,200 

105  days.  Total  attendance,  32,004 

Average  daily  attendance,  304. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $497.24. 


CHESTNUT  STREET  PIER 

July  27th  to  October  29th,  1910. 

July,  5  days        ....   1,582 

August,       31     "   10,236 

September,  30     "     8,263 

October,     31     "   •  ■  4,798 

97  days.  Total  attendance,  24,879 

Average  daily  attendance,  256. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $494.95. 
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THE  FLOODED  BASEBALL  FIELD  AT  THE  COXE  PLAYGROUND— EIGHTEENTH  AND  BAINBRIDGE  STREETS 

Used  for  Skating:  and  Sledding 


RACE  STREET  PIER 

August  1st  to  October  29th,  1910. 

ugust,        31  days  9,214 

eptember,  30    "   6.359 

October,      29    "   6,509 

90  days.  Total  attendance,  22.072 

Average  daily  attendance,  245. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $304.25. 

Philadelphia,  December  31,  igio. 


YOUNG  WOMEN'S  UNION 

June  15th  to  September  24th,  1910. 

June,  12  days   .  3,425 

July,  26     "   5,280 

August,  27    "    5,075 

September,  21     "    3,860 

86  days.  Total  attendance,  17,640 

Average  daily  attendance,  205. 
Total  cost  of  playground,  $105.00. 

WILLIAM  D.  CHAM  PUN, 

Asst.  Secy  and  Supervisor. 


X THINK  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  any  point  at  which,  in  our  largest  cities, 
a  dollar  will  go  further  in  the  making  of  those  things  for  which  the  city  exists 
than  in  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  playgrounds. 

— Elmer  Ellsworth  Brown,  Ph.  I). 

If  I  had  my  choice  for  my  own  child,  in  one  of  our  large  cities,  between  a  school 
without  a  playground  and  a  playground  without  a  school,  I  would  choose  the  play- 
ground. — Dr.  Woods  Hutchinson 

Playing,  the  child  grows  character — therefore  there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  range  of 
chooling  that  is  as  educational.  — JACOB  R 1 1 S 
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BIRDSEYE  VIEW  OF  A  SMALL  CITY  SQUARE  DEVELOPED  ACCORDING  TO  PLAN  No.  4  OF  THE  PUBLIC  PLAYGROUNDS  COMMISSION 
This  ground  lias  a  Shelter  House  with  Shower  Baths,  a  Wading  Pool.  Playfields  and  Apparatus  for  younger  children. 

and  the  Park  features  fully  preserved  for  older  visitors 


Report  of  Play 


AG  DAY  methods,  so  successfully  used 
in  arousing  public  interest  and  securing 
public  support,  had  reached  the  limit 
of  usefulness  in  1909.  Consequently, 
an  adoption  of  the  Red  Cross  Stamp 
plan  was  decided  upon  as  the  best  to 
continue  arousing  public  interest  and 
provide  sufficient  means  to  carry  this  Association  during 
its  work  of  1910. 

One  million  five-cent  Playground  Stamps  were 
printed  and  publicity  methods  adopted.  The  news- 
papers as  usual,  contributed  hearty  support,  and  the  ad- 
vertising secured  for  this  movement,  if  paid  for  in  cash, 
would  have  cost  approximately  $25,000.00. 

We  felt  that  one  of  the  most  necessary  features  of 
the  stamp  campaign  would  be  to  arouse  the  interest  of 
the  children  who  were  themselves  to  benefit  so  greatly 
from  this  effort.  Therefore,  a  plan  was  devised  by  which 
one  hundred  or  more  of  these  stamps  were  exchange- 
able for  any  one  of  a  number  of  play  articles.  Prizes 
were  offered  to  the  public  and  private  schools  collect- 
ing the  largest  number  of  stamps. 

The  only  disturbing  factor  in  the  whole  successful 
campaign  was  the  anxiety  to  which  we  were  put  for 
several  days  when,  after  all  our  plans  had  been  made, 
we  were  advised  by  the  post-office  department  at  Wash- 
ington that  they  would  not  permit  the  use  of  playground 


Week  Committee 


stamps  on  United  States  mail.  A  personal  conferen 
Washington  with  the  post-office  officials  resulted  i 
arrangement  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  and  Play  \ 
opened  auspiciously  with  the  mailing  of  ten  thous 
letters  enclosing  playground  stamps  to  business  ho 
and  three  thousand  letters  to  a  selected  list  of  wo 
and  to  our  members. 

An  attractive  poster  had  been  designed  and 
sented  by  Mr.  Sam  M.  Palmer,  Jr.  This  poster 
widely  distributed  and  brought  us  considerable  publi 

Several  of  the  most  important  business  firms 
operated  most  enthusiastically  with  us,  not  only  in 
ing  these  stamps  on  sale  in  their  stores,  but  in  arran 
for  window  displays  and  in  advertising  every  day  in 
own  advertisements  in  the  daily  newspapers,  urging 
people  to  buy  these  stamps.     Many  of  the  firms 
played  articles  which  were  offered  as  rewards  for 
collection  of  these  stamps. 

Among  the  firms  most  helpful  to  us  in  this  m 
ment,  were  John  Wanamaker;  Strawbridge  &  Cloth 
Gimbel  Brothers;  N.  Snellenburg  &  Co.;  Spauldi 
and  Howard  George ;  to  all  of  whom  the  sin 
thanks  of  the  Association  are  due. 

Could  there  have  been  any  doubt  in  the  mind 
members  as  to  the  popularity  of  this  method  of  rai 
the  necessary  funds,  it  could  easily  be  dispelled  by 
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y  response  of  the  manufacturers  and  retail  merchants, 
the  individual  citizens  in  Philadelphia.  Replies 
by  the  bushel  and  cabful.  The  mail-carriers  were 
nped.  We  had  to  arrange  to  send  and  get  our 
i  mail  at  the  Philadelphia  post-office.  A  large  force 
lerks,  most  of  them  volunteers,  were  employed  ten 
fourteen  hours  a  day  for  ten  days  opening  and 
nowledging  the  purchases  of  stamps. 

Careful  acknowledgement  was  made  of  all  the  pur- 
ses of  stamps,  and  the  Association  appreciates  the 
msiastic  support  of  our  friends  in  Philadelphia. 

The  total  cost  of  printing  the  stamps, 
envelopes,  and  various  advertis- 
ing matter  and  pamphlets,  was  $1,411.17. 

The  total  gross  sales  from  stamps,  .  .  12,408.08. 


The  total  net  sum  turned  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Playground  As- 
sociation as  the  result  of  this 
Play  Week  $12,030.58. 

The  number  of  new  members  join- 
ing the  Association  at  this  time,  2,281. 

We  feel  that  the  result  of  Play  Week  was  highly 
creditable  to  the  public  spirit  and  enlightened  public 
opinion  of  Philadelphia,  and  we  desire  to  thank  all 
who  helped  in  helping  us  to  help  the  children  of 
Philadelphia  to  healthier  and  happier  play. 

OTTO  T.  MALLERY, 

Chairman  Finance  Committee. 

MONT.  H.  WRIGHT, 

Chairman  Publicity  Committee. 


seem  sometimes  to  have  forgotten  that  the  aim  of  school  and  college  is  not 
W  I  J  primarily  learning,  but  the  development  of  strong,  well-balanced  men  and  women 
\M/  who  can  bear  the  burdens  and  do  the  work  of  their  own  place  in  life  and 
meet  the  emergencies  of  a  complex  civilization.  The  chief  business  of  the  lower 
grades  (below  High  School)  should  be  to  promote  healthy  physical  growth.  The  body 
of  the  young  boy  or  girl  demands  more  care  and  attention  than  the  mind.  Pulmonary 
rather  than  cerebral  capacity  is  the  best  promise  of  future  usefulness.  Playground,  garden 
and  gymnasium  can  help  more  than  desk  and  recitation.  Both  are  needed,  but  the  physical 
is  first;  afterwards  that  which  is  mental  and  spiritual.  — PROFESSOR  TYLER 
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